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Research Guide : Federal Statutory Research

Introduction

Statutes are an excellent place to begin research, since they are subject only to constitutional
control, they authorize the promulgation of regulations, and they can overrule or modify
judicial decisions. This guide discusses federal statutory research; however, the principles
discussed herein are applicable to statutory research at the state level as well. It is broken
into three parts: basic information on federal statutory law and how to locate a provision,
updating a provision and reading a statutory citation.

Basics

Public Law vs. Private Law: Public laws affect the general public. Private laws address
the needs of an individual or a small group. Both public and private laws will be found in
the session laws (as discussed below). Only public laws are codified.

Slip Laws and Session Laws: A s/p /awis an individually paginated pamphlet containing
the official text of a statute. It is the first form in which a new law will appear. Slip laws are
obtained from Congress or the Government Printing Office at www.gpoaccess.gov/plaws/.
Thomas at http://thomas.loc.gov/ is also an excellent source for locating an enrolled bill or
newly passed legislation.

At the end of a Congressional session the public and private laws are cumulated and issued
in bound volumes of session laws called the Unizted States Statutes at Iarge [Ref. KF50 .U5].
Public and private laws are separately numbered and published in separate portions of the
Statutes at Large. Within each division the laws are published in numerical order. There is
often a lengthy delay in their publication so in the interim:

United States Code Congressional and Administrative News (U.S.C.C.AN.) [Ref. KF48
.U54] is an alternative source that is generally more current than the Statutes at Large
and is useful for locating session laws. U.S.C.C.A.N. does not include private laws.

The session laws arranged by subject are subsequently codified into the fifty separate
titles that comprise the U.S. Code.



http://www.gopaccess.gov/plaws/�
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Session laws are best located by using the public law number. In the absence of a public
law number a subject index is contained in each volume of the Statutes at Large. 1f the
public law number is unknown, it can often be obtained by using the “Popular Names
Table” in the U.S.C.A. or the U.S.C.5.

Official Code: The United States Code [Ref. KF62 .2000 .A2 2001] is the official statutory
compilation of the federal laws. Citations to the U.S. Code refer to title and section. To
the extent a citation is not known, “Acts Cited by Popular Name” is a table which
provides the citation to many commonly cited statutes. In the absence of either a
citation or a popular name, the general index is the starting place to locate information
within the U.S. Code.  Free online versions of the U.S. Code are available at
http://uscode.house.gov, www.law.cornell.edu/uscode and
www.gpoaccess.gov/uscode/.

Annotated Codes: There are two annotated codes. Both are updated more frequently
than the U.S. Code, and both provide references to cases, statutes, regulations, and other
resources that can be helpful in researching an issue or interpreting a statutory provision.
The two annotated codes are: United States Code Annotated (U.S.C.A.) [Ref. KF62.5 .1.38]
and United States Code Service (U.S.C.S.) [Ref. KF62.5 .W4]. It is important to keep in
mind that not every provision of the code has been interpreted, so not every code
section has annotations. Both annotated codes have general subject matter indices and
popular names tables that can be used to locate a particular section.

Updating Code Provisions and Shepard’s

Updating: In addition to verifying that the statute in question is still good law, it is also
important to verify that you are viewing the most recent text of the statute.

U.S. Code — To update a provision in the U.S. Code, identify the title and section number of
the statute in the bound volume of the U.S. Code and the latest cumulative bound
supplement(s) that follow the latest edition of the U.S. Code.

U.S.C.A. — To update a provision in the U.S.C.A., identify the title and the section number
of the statute in:

(1) the bound volume,

(2) the pocket part to the bound volume,

(3) each pamphlet supplement (there may be anywhere from one to ten such
pamphlets-each pamphlet must be checked.) Check the “Table of U.S. Code and U.S.
Code Annotated Sections Amended, Repealed etc.”, and

(4) check “U.S. Code and U.S. Code Annotated Sections Amended, Repealed, new,
etc.” in Table 3 of the latest monthly supplement to U.S.C.C.A.N.
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U.S.C.S. — To update a provision in U.S.C.S., identify the title and section number of the
statute in:

(1) the bound volume,

(2) the pocket part,

(3) the most recent “Cumulative Later Case and Statutory Service” quarterly
supplement, and

(4) check “Table of Code Sections Added, Amended, Repealed, or Otherwise
Affected” in the most recent monthly pamphlets.

Remember that recent laws may not appear in the bound volumes at all. They may only
appear in the supplement(s).

Shepard’s Federal Statutes Citations [Ref. KFF69 .S56 1996] It is always important to verify that
the code section in question is still good law. Shepard’s Federal Statutes Citations will verify
whether a statutory provision has been questioned or overruled. It will also provide
additional references to sources interpreting the particular provision.

Reading Statutory Citations

Statutory citations typically refer to a title and a section number rather than a volume and
page number. A typical citation has four parts

1. Title
2. Soutce
3. Section
4. Date

For example — 42 U.S.C. § 9601 (2000 & Supp. I 2001)

1.42” is the Title of the U.S. Code where the section will be found.

2.“U.S.C.” is the abbreviation for the U. 5. Code. There are two unofficial versions of the
code U.S.C.A. — the United States Code Annotated and U.S.C.S. the United States Code Service.
3.4 96017 is the section of Title 42 in which the text of the relevant statute can be
located.

4. “2000 & Supp. I 2001” indicate the publication date of the U.S. Code volumes in
which the actual text was located. “2000” is the date of the official bound volume
containing the original text of the statute. “Supp. I 2001 indicates the number and date
of the supplement that contains amendments to the text of the statute since the 2000
edition of the Code was published.

Citations to Statutes at Large — Citations to the session laws found in the Statutes at
Large follow the traditional volume and page number format. For example 105 Stat. 2343
refers to volume 105 of the Statutes at Large, page 2343.




Public Law Citations — Citations to a public law are in the form of Pub. L. No.
102-242. “102” refers to the 102d Congress and “242” means the 242d law enacted by
the 102 Congtress.

2/27/06




	William Taylor Muse Law Library    University of Richmond School of Law 



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



